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DETAILED ACTION 

Priority 

1. Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 119(a)-(d), which papers 
have been placed of record in the file. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or 
on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1 - 3 and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Hartmeyer et al. EP 0700 808 ("Hartmeyer"). Hartmeyer discloses an airbag (10) for use in a 
motor vehicle (fig. 1) comprising: 

4. an airbag cover (18) enclosing a gas chamber (fig. 1) and having an exterior surface (10) 
facing an exterior environment (fig. 1); and at least one venting arrangement which fluidly 
connects the gas chamber to the exterior environment, wherein a gas flow (fig. 2) is throttled or 
blocked by the venting arrangement when a certain area of the airbag cover (32) meets an 
obstacle (fig. 32), and the venting arrangement includes at least one opening in the airbag cover, 
and the venting arrangement also includes at least one tube disposed on the exterior surface of 
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the airbag cover and connected with the airbag cover in which the at least one opening ends, and 
the tube includes an exit opening (24) to the exterior environment. 

5. In reference to claims 2, 3, and 7, Hartmeyer discloses the exit opening is one end of the 
tube; wherein two ends of the tube are exit openings; and at least one additional opening (54) in 
the airbag cover positioned such that the additional opening does not end in the at least one tube. 

6. Claims 1, 2, 4, 6, 9, 11 - 13, and 15 - 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by De Pottey et al. U.S. 7,017,945 ("De Pottey"). De Pottey discloses an airbag (10) 
for use in a motor vehicle (fig. 1) comprising: 

7. an airbag cover (column 1, line 13) enclosing a gas chamber (40) and having an exterior 
surface (fig. 3) facing an exterior environment (column 1, line 52) at least one venting 
arrangement which fluidly connects the gas chamber to the exterior environment, wherein a gas 
flow (104) is throttled or blocked by the venting arrangement when a certain area (fig. 3) of the 
airbag cover meets an obstacle (52), and the venting arrangement includes at least one opening in 
the airbag cover, and the venting arrangement also includes at least one tube disposed on the 
exterior surface of the airbag cover and connected with the airbag cover in which the at least one 
opening ends, and the tube exhibits includes an exit opening (fig. 4) to the exterior environment. 

8. In reference to claims 2, 4, 6. 9, 11-13, and 15 - 17, De Pottey further discloses the exit 
opening is one end of the tube; wherein the tube includes a fabric element (20) fixed on the 
airbag cover so that a part (fig. 4) of the tube walls are formed of a section (100) of the airbag 
cover; and a plurality of openings (fig. 4-6) ending in the at least one tube. 
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9. In reference to claim 9, De Pottey discloses a motor vehicle (column 6, line 26) 
including a front airbag (100), the front airbag comprising: 

10. an airbag cover (20) enclosing a gas chamber (40) and having an exterior surface (fig. 3) 
that faces an exterior environment (fig. 4) and which includes an impact surface (column 1, line 
63); and at least one venting arrangement which fluidly connects the gas chamber to the exterior 
environment, wherein a gas flow (column 5, line 29) is throttled or blocked when a certain area 
(column 5, line 29) of the airbag cover meets an obstacle (52), and the venting arrangement 
includes at least one opening in the airbag cover, and the venting arrangement also includes at 
least one tube disposed on the exterior surface of the airbag cover and connected with the airbag 
cover in which the at least one opening ends, and the tube includes an exit opening (44) to the 
exterior environment. 

11. In reference to claims 11-13 and 15 - 17, De Pottey further discloses the at least one 
tube located on the impact surface extends in an angled upward direction (44) from a lower 
central area (40) of the impact surface; wherein the front airbag further comprises a plurality of 
openings (62); wherein the front airbag further comprises two symmetrically arranged venting 
arrangements; wherein the front airbag further comprises at least two openings; wherein the front 
airbag is a passenger airbag (110) and the tube is located on an area (100) of the exterior surface 
of the airbag cover between the impact surface and an instrument panel (126) of the motor 
vehicle, and the tube extends basically at an angle (42) to the longitudinal direction of the 
vehicle; wherein the tube is located approximately at a knee level of a vehicle occupant (column 
l.line 18). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

12. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be found 
in a prior Office action. 

13. Claim 8 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over De Pottey in view of 
Rasch et al. DE 1001 8170 ("Rasch"). De Pottey discloses a motor vehicle (column 1, line 58) 
including a side airbag (column 1, line 17), the side airbag comprising: 

14. an airbag cover (20) enclosing a gas chamber (40) and having an exterior surface (fig. 3) 
facing an exterior environment (fig. 4); and at least one venting arrangement which fluidly 
connects the gas chamber to the exterior environment, wherein a gas flow (104) is throttled or 
blocked when a certain area (42) of the airbag cover meets an obstacle, and the venting 
arrangement includes at least one opening in the airbag cover, and the venting arrangement also 
includes at least one tube disposed on the exterior surface of the airbag cover and connected with 
the airbag cover in which the at least one opening ends, and the tube includes an exit opening to 
the exterior environment. 

15. De Pottey does not disclose the tube located at a shoulder height. Rasch teaches a tube 
(42) located at a shoulder height (fig. 7) of a fiftieth percentile male (fig. 7b) when located in a 
normal seating position (fig. 7) with the airbag expanded. It would have been obvious for a 
person having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify De Pottey 
such that it comprised the tube height in view of the teachings of Rasch so as to properly position 
the airbag relative to an occupant for proper protection for a side airbag. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

16. Claims 5, 10, 14, and 18 - 20 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Response to Arguments 

17. Applicant's perfection of the foreign priority filed 24 June 2010 has been placed in the 
file. Therefore, the rejection regarding Hofmann et al. U.S. 7,475,904 has been withdrawn. 
However, upon further consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of De Pottey. 

Conclusion 

18. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to KAREN JANE J. AMORES whose telephone number is 
(571)272-6212. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday, 8:00 AM - 
5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Paul Dickson can be reached on (571)-272-7742. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Faye M. Fleming/ KAREN J AMORES 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3616 Examiner 

Art Unit 3616 

/K. J. A./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 3616 



